IMPACT: International Journal of Research in
Humanities, Arts and Literature (IMPACT: IJRHAL)
ISSN (P): 2347-4564; ISSN (E): 2321-8878

Vol. 6, Issue 10, Oct 2018, 173-192

© Impact Journals

RESTRUCTURING NIGERIA: A PANACEA FOR DEVELOPMENT

Felix Ugochukwu Amadi® & Agnes Osita-Njoku?
Y ecturer, Department of Social Studies, Alvan IkBkderal College of Education, Owerri, Imo, Nigeria

%pProfessor, Department of Sociology, Imo State Usitye Imo, Nigeria

Received:06 Jun 2018 Accepted:16 Oct 2018 Published: 26 Oct 2018

ABSTRACT

This study focused on “Restructuring Nigeria: A Baea for development”. There has been constanttdoes
restructuring of the Nigerian federation in receimes. This call for restructuring is based on gerceived problems and
ineffectiveness of the Nigerian system such as pwassty, unemployment, insecurity, as well as grgwestiveness and
ethnic agitations such as that of the Indigenouspghe of Biafra (IPOB). Equally, perceived problenfsmarginalization
of some ethnic groups as well as structural defoesiof the Nigerian federation such as inequitiethe distribution of
states and local governments amongst the six-g#éimablzones, the call for the devolution of powésm the centre to
the states and the need for fiscal federalism rsétegs the call for restructuring. Four objectivas well as four research
guestions were formulated to guide the study. Esearcher employed content and documentary analgdise design of
this study. The historical and dialectical mateisah theory of Karl Marx and the Elite theory offxédo Pareto were
utilized in developing the theoretical frameworktlis study. The findings of this study show that problems which
necessitated the quest for restructuring includeraoncentration of power at the centre, the praiseof minorities and
uneven development, and perceived slow pace oflopewvent of the country given the available human,
material and natural resources. Some recommendsfStrategies for restructuring the country are moéd which
include the need for devolution of powers away frima centre, practicing true fiscal federalism, theed for
diversification of the nation’s economy, promotaampetitive federalism, reducing corruption draalig across all levels

of governance in the country as well as the neezht@nce and enforce the autonomy of local goventsyie the country.
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